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CONSIDERATIONS 


Humbly Offered upon a Bill now depending about 


Tranſpoztation of UUodall, 


Hereas there is a Bill depending, the Preamble whereof ſeems to be againſt Tranſportation of Wooll, 
the Scope and Conſequence of it (as is humbly conceived) will tend rather to encourage it: For wherea s 

"It is ſuggeſted inthe ſaid Bill, that the A& made- in the 14th. Year of His, Majeſtiey Reign, making ' 
Tranſporting of Wooll Felony, is ineffeQtual for the preventing thereof, and therefore prays the Repeal- 
ing the Felony of that AQ, without confirming the reſt of that A& ; as if making Tranſportation 
to be Felony did encourage Tranſporting z that Suggeltion with all ſubmiſſion is conceived to be agreat 
miſtake : For though it muſt be granted (whatever Laws have been or {hall be made in this caſe) that ſome Perſons for their 
own Lucre (though it be never ſo much to the Damage of the great ManutfaQture of this Kingdom, and norwithſtanding all the 
Care imaginable) will adventure to tranſport Wooll. Yet for ſome Years after that A& of the 14. Car.2. was in force, there 
: was a great ſtop put tothe ſaid Tranſportation, untill Wooll {o increaſed in Zrelaz4 beyond its Conſumption there and here, 
that Great Quantities were aQually tranſported from thence but till that Glut the At of the 12th. Year of His Majeſties 
Reign (by which the Forfeiture was Three Shillings for every Pound of Wooll, beſides the Wooll forfeited) conjoyned with the 
A inthe 14th. Year of His Majeſties Reign, was found effetualS prohibit Tranſporting Wooll, for che Proſecutor had liber- 
ty to proſecute upon which Att he pleaſedas to the Forfeiture ; Wd therefore there was not one Perſon in twenty proſecuted 
for telony of what was protecuted on the Forfeiture of Three Shillings pr Pound, that of Felony ſerving onely to make 
__ Offenders afraid, but thoſe Aﬀs of the 12th. and 14th. were in this found detective, that they did not ſufficiently provide how 
' tomake good Proof of an Intention to Tranſport when Wooll was brought near the Sea-ſide : So that both Acts together, as the 
Forfeiture now ſtands (ſaving the defeQts aforeſaid, and want of putting the Laws in execution) are far better as they are than 

with this new intended Alteration, as is found in Ten Years Experience, by thoſe who have made it their whole buſineſs to at- - 
tend this Afﬀair, if thole Perſons principally concerned in point of Intereſt may be ſuppoſed capable of Judgi@g ; or thoſe who 
have made it their buſineſs not onely to inſpe& it, but to keep a conſtant Correſpondency about this matrer beyond the Seas, 
and who for ſome Years have been partly at Sea, and partly on the Seacoaſts, ro make Diſcoveries, and who afterwards haye pro- 
ſecuted thoſe Diſcoveries, ſume in the Exchequer, others at the Aſſizes, to the number at the leait of One hundred Perſons, who 


have been found guilty of Tranſporting Wooll contrary to thoſe A Qs, but many of them eſcaped the Penalties by the late gene- 
_ ral Act of Pardon. EE Ss - 


Au porepmoprencnnaendous TEXTE The OPTI, Comma aers very axtrehen vert Mate 
ind willing by all lawful ways 1maginablc to preve Ip We Suk egligenceand Remiſneſs of Ct S, It w *., 
red by His Majeſty and Council to the Council for Trade, whicl Council for Trade making Report tothe Board, His MajeGy * -- RL 
. and Council paſſed this Opinion following. fe | I Wy: 5) | 
At the Court at /3hitehall, April 1669. .. HY 


Heres in purſuance of an Order of this Board of the zoth. of November laſt, referring to the Council for Trade the \, a 
W, C. for preventing the Exportation of Hooll, and conveying FA, bovnd the Seas, rid Council þ 1 te opoſulogs M0 Nu 
their Report to the Board, that having diſcourſed with the ſaid 'W. C. and ſuch other perſons as th 9 thought capable of giving nag a; 
them any good Information touching this matter, they find the Exportation of JVooll is of a deſtruitive conſequence to the Tradz 5 # tha ED 
Kingdom, and that the ſame hath grown into prattice as. well by reaſon ofthe doubtfulneſs of fome Expreſſions in the Statute mate in the * 
12th, Tear of His Majeities Reign, prohibiting the Exportation of Wqoll;. as by the neglett and remiſyeſs of Officers in not putting the 
Lams in dane execnt10n. FER md . | 


Whereupor. the late Lord Keeper Bridgman, being then in wi Ic? ; prepared a Bill, and at the O ening of the next Seſſion 
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of Parliament cauſed it to be read inthe Houſe of Lords, and whayit was committed, ſeveral Merchants and Staplers in Zox- 
92, angralſo Clothiers were ſummoned, and did often atten®&-tx ee,” whe two Judges were conſtantly 
preſent ro draw up Amendments to that Bill, which rook up at leaſt s or 8 days at the Committee, and when the ſaid Bill was 
reported and engroſled, by means of one Clauſe in that Bill, Toburx the Ship wherein was found axy HYooll, that Bill was at laſt re- 
jeQed by the Lords; and afterwards the ſubſtance of that Bill in angthor Seſſion: was put into the Houſe of Lords without the 
Clauſe of Burning the Ship, and was engroſled and ſent down tothe Commons, and then committed, but miſcarried alſo, and 
- inſtead thereof the Bill now depending comes in, no ways approved pf by. the ſaid Merchants and Clothiers, becauſe inſtead of 
prohibiting it will be found in Expericnce to be the occaſion of Tfanfporting much Wooll ;.'Therefore before this Bill paſs, the 


{aid Merchants and Clothiers pray they may be heard, who queſtion pot but to give ſatisfaQion to this Honourable Houfe of 
the great Inconvenience thereof. F ; 


And further, the Bill now depending does pro und to reſtr$n Fporting; butby-ancreaſing the Number of Ports in. {relen4 
0 


ve leave toExport ; and by increaſing alſo the-Number of Porfsin Z»g/and where Wooll may be Imported, this Bill in- 
ead of reſtraining muſt needs give much more liberty 0 Tranſport, than ever, So that now it will be utterly impoſſible to 
prevent Tranſportation of Wooll, becauſe where Wooll is ſulpe&Þ and knownto be Exported, it ſhall be pretended to be-.s 


Imported, and very fairly coloured by this Bill. 


HR "vp 
WE NA Prodedings of the two laſt Seſſions of Parliament ; end 
Fuly 15. 1678. concerning thi | 


A NARRA 


CS His Seffion being over, I thought it convenient to inform you , that for ſeveral Seſſions of Parliament 
] my work hath not been the leaſt to obſerve the motions of two ſorts of perſons ; (viz,) oneof then, 
n open Enemy , who hath appeared bare-faced in print, to give Reaſons for Tranſportation of Wooll' 
which Reaſons you know have been anſwer'd, and ſo that deſign hitherto ſtopped ; the other ſort of perſon 
pretend to ad for the Clothiers, but really little leſs to their prejudice. I have at large, in ſeveral Letters fo 
ſome years laſt paſt, given you an account of one mans delign, who appears Chief of the later ſort , who 
attempts this laſt two Seſſions have tended much to your damage, 1 bringing on his Bill at ſuch a ſeaſon, when 
moſt of the Members of the Clothing Counties were gone into the Country, although he was ſpoken to by 
Merchants and Clothiers to defiſt, but to no purpoſe. : 
The Perſon who promotes ihe Bill, is h: who formerly oppoſed the Bill brought in by th: Lite Lord Xreper Bridgmunt 
which was approved of by th: Committzes of Both Houſes, as well as by the Merchants nd Clothiers ; by which means ta 
god Bill dil miſcarry ; (mkich bad not be oppoſed , would tnloubtedl; hive paſt at that time into 4 L1w, and preventedth; 
miſchi:fs that kave come 5y the great quintities of Wool! tranſporte ife+c2 3 ) and the viſtule reaſon why h2 did oppoſe, waz 
wemarkable, (viz.) 10 uſh:r in at that time anther Bill to impoſe 4Tax of 24, 4 Todd upon all u'ooll ujed by any Clothirs 
in England, of th2 growth either of England or Irelan.], which Clothiers were by that Bill co diſcover upon Oath low 
much woot thy uſ:d, to the 1n1 th y might be accordingly charged : and what inconvni-ncies would have attended ſuch z 
"Tex, Inezd notto m.i.tion. In 0 poſetion to which Bill for 4 Tax , 41 mrit many Letters 19 the Clotkiers in th: Caunt 
ſteak and write to thoſe -of thy Zouſe of, Eommens þ ſerving for ther jev.ral Corporations, whichabty did accorlingh ; % 
the ſtir we made againſt it, b/aſt:d that d:ſign, A,ter which the ſam? perjon who thruſt himſelf into this buſoneſs, pri þ 
"the Bill, which bas ti nup the time q th: Corimi t2es in that Aﬀ cir cvery S2fſuons ſince» With wha! re1ſon any 4 
(if any ind:ed do) imploy b'm, 1 cannor ſee; but this is no'orious, That unter pretenſiors of promoting, be endangrs t 
Manuf itture ; by whoj: particular inſtigation, or from what ſecret principle it is that he moves, I cannot certainh leary, 
nor what bis truz ends ar? ; but this is manifeſt , That mat by unuſual applications be makes , an4 what by croſſing a 
diſcourazing thoſe who rally atten4 your ſzruic?, and what by o:/er artifices, it ſo comes to paſs , that we can 0 Ft 
effetually for your ſervic? ; unle's. it be by obj:ting 481inſt bis devices to hinder that miſchief, which ( if be nere mn . 
carefully watche1,) he would certainly accompliſh : and his Bill ſeems to be kept on foot en purpoſe by kim, to binler ou 
Bill (which upon conſultation mith Merchants az4 Clottizrs, as well 3s 2cmbers 0; Parliament) 1s trialy calculn:d for 
the good of the Manu!aTurs, His drawing 02 way, (1 doubt with very ill intent) whilſt we draw azoth:r, does puzzle this 
Aﬀair, and your ſervic?; Whor2in however, 1 do, and ſh1!ll continu? to do what I cay, 
Sirs , It may not he amils to inform you , that after the Houſe: Commons had Voted no private Com- 
mittee to fit in rhe Houſe, and many Mem"ers belonging to the Cling Caunnties went ovt of Town ae 
2t that ſeaſon did the Opyoler get a Committee, and Conncel ty attend it , and apen a Satuiday night)” 
it zas by mee” chance I was there at thatgime 3 bur ſeeing how things wee cairiel, that the Commi 
.- beinz-impatid upen, not knowing the ery confequence of rhe [aid Zill, they went. through tha” nizht, and a- 
greed to make repart, againit which time Iprevare! thoſe lines ready in the other file, 3n:1 the, Bill being 
Tecommitted, thea T gut ſererat Merchants , C'othiers , and Factors to attend the Conmitzee , by whiah 
means the ſaid Bi!l did not pals. | 
And for vo!!r raore £2 and dear fatisfaficn, I hav 
fore-ment:oned, to hezin the Onpuler, w=it'ct! 
Firſt Clauſe rev a's fs AL of the L452 ci this Xin in every particular, mhicy is the vreat2j and moſt ef:Tual 
AT of any 1e4irlt Tran'tontzrion of Wrook, ” 
2. InTead of Elon, tharmakes it cnly PeMr<Larcen; and that the Tranſpot ters, when CenviRted, if they 
can prove by two Witneftfes who imploved them , vg a'l. he diſcra' geds INuw "tis very 27jee for a French or 
Datch 17-ri1n; ic wire #749 EN 1 "P22 4 £2504-u3: wirih ; Grout , nl Jo it Sefor: Io 35,9 es, anl be 
immedi wel; ocn2 #2 an, fot at this po 7, x , 'w 
3- That for te Conviction, and {\ Contemanticn of a Ship carrring Woo! beyond Sea there muſt be try 
Witneffss in the Comt of © ) thin ft; Montts, 
ſt rat5-r v211ir2s im0 we ir Howe 190 the Oar mis ocy' His Ht 
4» Thit fix mt, and no mor2 , frould be coins with W.oll, 


e 21ded to this Narrative an A5::ratt cf hoth Biils bes 
nu wetns is.) With N-Yes won it. 
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cn 4gdinit tre Miſter .nl Cunpany, if 162 guilty bin, 


%. 
"__ » 9 That inſtead of leTenirg the Ports, eitherin Felan4 to Dope in eee | a 
larged; for ſuch PoxtsgavId very. fairlgblerd- Tranfportveioa of "Woolf, ana a ve r F? 


= *means to prevent It. 


6. That all Certificates of the Shipping and Landing of Wecoll, to be kept by the Keeper of Blackwel- 


bis is the ſub?ance 0* Fis Bill, to kg2p out the former Bill, viz, my Zord Ke-p:rs, which bere I/kewiſe foloweth, =+ 
And for the hetter Explanation and Executing of the Laws made in the 12th and 14th year of his 
Reign, prohibiting Exportation of Wooll. 
. And be it Enatted, fc. That the Owner cf all Woolls, Fc. to the quantity of fix Tod, or more, that ſhall 
be ſhornor houſed within miles of the Sea, or the higheſt place where ſalt water uſually comes 1n 
the Kinzdoms of Enclard and Ireland, ©c, ſhall give notice to the Collefor or Chief Officer of his Majelties 
Cuſtoms in the next Port adjacent, if any ſuch Officer ſhall be within miles of ſuch place where 
ſuch Wooll is houſ?d ; and if above miles from any Port, then to the next Juſtice of the Peace 
withig.the faid County, for which Entry no Fees ſhall be paid ; and the ſaid Officer, and Juſtice of the Peace, 
are hereby required r<ſpeftively to certifie the ſame at the next General Selilions of the Peace for! the ſaid 
County, and there to be Regiſtred by the Clerk of the Peace for the ſaid County, upon pain of forfeiture of 
+, That if any. Wooll, tc. ſhall be carried or brought by Land or Water in any Veſſel, or on any Cart, 
Waggon, or Horſe, or by any conveyance whatſoever, unto any Town, Houſe, Barn, or Place within the 
diſtance of miles of the Sea, and hy any perſun or perſons v-hatſcerer , ſuch conveying ſhall de 
deeined and adjudzed to be done with intent-to Tranſport the ſame, unleſs ſuch Wooll, &c. be going to ſome 
Market or Manufacturing Town (for Wooll) place or houſe where the ſame is to be Manufactured, or tq 
ſome Port where it {hall be !irſt Entered, bs ts 
Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Wooll, &c, ſhall be ſhipt from Hrelan!, but from theſe 
Ports following 3 (viz.) Dublin, Drougha11, Waterford, Tough all, and Cork.; and that no Wooll thall be import- 
.ed from lr.1n1 aforeſaid, but into theſe following Ports in Fngland; (viz.) Liv:rpool, Cheſter, Briſtol, Mine- 
head, and Barrſta'l2. That what Wooll ſhall be ſhipped per Cocquer, thall be weighed at the ſhipping and | 
landing thereof in the preſence of the Chief Magiſtrate , or ſuch perſon as he {hall appoint, together with 
ſome Oilicer of his WVajeſties Cnſtoms in the ſaid Port, at the uſual place of weighing goods there ; and the 
ſaid Magiſtrate and Ofhicer are hereby required reſpeCtively, immediately aſter ſuch notice is given, to ſee the 
* ſaid Wooll weighed accordingly, upon pain of forfeiture of to be recovered and diſpoſed 
of, as the penalties and forfeitures in the forementioned Adts are. | 
ſhall take any Bond for the true landing of any Wooll, but with ſufficient Sureties reſiding in the Port where 
ſuch Bond {hall be taken ,upon pain of forfeiture of to be recovered and diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid,and 
For ever after to be made-unc2pable to have, or exerciſe any place belonging to his Majelties Cuſtoms in either; 
Kingdom ; and where any Bond or Bonds {hall be given for the true landing of any Wooll,no Certificate {hall he- 
xalid for the diſcharge of ſuch Bond or Bonds, unleſs the Chief Magiſtrate of the Port, together with the Officer 
.of the Cuſtoms in that Port, do certifie that the ſaid Wooll is landed, and weighed : And for the preventing 
-of Frauds by falſe or counterfeit Certificates , be it further EnaCted by the Authority aforeſaid, that if an 
perſon or perſons ſhall contrive or counterfeit, or ſhall make uſe of,,or produce any ſuch counterfeit Certifi. 
cate, whereby any-ſuch Bond, as aforeſaid, ſhall be delivered up, then the Offender ſhall forfeit the ſum} of 
to be recovered and diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid ; and alſo ſhall incur for 
the firſt offence, and for the ſecond offence That no Letter of Licenſe, or Patent, for Com- 
pofition for any Bonds given for the true landing of any Wooll, or any penalty impoſed by the aforenamed 
Ads ſhall: be granted, but in open Court, by the Barons of the Exchequer in either of the ſaid Kingdoms, 
Sirs , The Methods I have gone by theſe ſeveral years laſt paſt , have been to obſerve the ſezſons when it 
ſuits to bring on buſineſs in Parhament ; ſometimes conſidering a Seſſion would be ſhort , as now this laſt 
paſt; at other times when the Parliament, eſpecially the Houſe of Commons, have had the greateſt Con- 
cerns of the Nation before them, as War, ©c. I have not thought fit at ſach ſeaſons to diſturb ther:, at leaſt 
ſuch Members'as are of known ability to adviſe, who are thoſe from whom I have taken my meaſures, and whoſe 
advice I have hitherto endeavoured to follow , which was not to preſs any thing upon the Houſe that hath 


Majeſties \ 


That no Officer of his Majeſties Cultoms | 
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1 ranſportation of Wooll , &c. 


March 9, 1677. Votes of the Committee about Aulnage, 
That the Subſ7iy cf Auinage, and the Aulnagers Fee, ought to be paid by the firſt makers of the Woolley 
tures of this Kin; -*m, and not by the Retailer, or any other perſon whatſoever, # 
That the Avulnagers ſearching of Wagons and Packs upon the Ways, is an abuſe. 4 
That the Aulnagers making Faitors, Drapers, and other Retailers, to pay yearly Compoſetions for not ſear 
Shops and War-houſes, is an «Liſe. 
That in the Opinion of this Committee, thoſe abuſ s are fit to be redreſt by a Bill, "4 
That on Wedneſdav -:e 29th of March, the above-named Votes were reported to the Houſe, wi 
ticular Examinations v {everal Merchants, FaEtors, Drapers, and Mercers, andagreed unto by the 
and 2 51ll ordered to be brovgt in purſuant thereunts, 4 
Which Bill was drawn ap,and agreed unto by ſeveral Members bat the Houſe then being ſuddenly Bj 
it was not proſe I, nor was it Telzed a tit iefon to revive rhat Bill this laſt thort Seſſion, for ſevers 
For the like reaſons, eſpecia''y when 10 many Country Gentlemen were ſo uneafie by the low pri 
Wooll, that ſome were fer alimited Trenſportation, and did reaſon for it, and others without do 
for it in print, which yor know, as beire-mentioned , was then anſwered, at which time it wa 
videable for us to 57mg ma Bil ayont if; for it was ſaid truly by ſome then, that it was but the 
of a ſleeping, Lvon; for immedia'eiy alter the Oppoſers Bill was preferred, the Agent for Tranſpori 
peared, and reprinted hjz former # ations, —-— and had a Stock from ſome Tranſporters (as I wz 
informed) to carry on the defi;in, which I found at laſt was this, (beſides what they pr inted) viz, 
Oppoſers Biti had gone en, ther kad prepared a Provifo ty be added, that when Wooll fe!l to ſitth? 
price as 64,0r 7 4,or & d, pr puunt, according to the ſeveral ſorts, it thould be lawful to Tranſpe 
is for Corn, theeuit conteqnence of which I did communicate to many Members, fearing alſo inde 
at this time, thonghneve: f; ſeemingly gow; aud according to my ſormer obſervation,l found this 
that as ſvon 28 his Bill was committed,the Solicitor for Tranſportation appeared, and did attend the 
Sirs , I finl by ſeveral Letters , eſpecially ewo (one dated the ſecond of S pt-mb, 1575. thel 
27th of Deccmb r, 1677. under the ſaid Oppuſers hand ) of his fuliciting, the Bill then depending, 
ſeveral Arguments (in his firſt Letter dated the ſecond of S:ptetb, 1675.) to preſs the Clothiers ti 
to the Tax of 2 {,a T5) mentioned befure, an:l in the cloſe of that Letter he would tax them for hin 
£001, for a preſent Bonk , aVedging, that he had ſpent above 2:01. in therr ſervice; which if it be 
the m2nner of expend'ag; it were examined, and the ends why, I doubt you will hnd little reaſon to 
any farther inconre;ement, wich lf toreimburſe him : But in his lait Letter heonly defires affiitan 


} on his defizn, in v1ico f eiter bz makes an Appeal, that ail proceedings there vere carried on by 


Counce! implyred, the feveral Fers and Charges paid {by 1:m; and it may he eafily granted 
ſome charze ne mi:zht ke at. which whatever it were, was only beſtowed to carry on the deſtructive 
mention-!, Hefuither infinured, that others did attribute the cha ge of that buſmeſs to them; by 
ſures thoſe be writts, that tle” were ſuch p2:ſiuns that made it their bufine(s ſubtilly to gain Moneyy 
Corporations and ManuftGures, under a ſeeming pretence of im»loying it in their behalf. 

Now, Sits, Foratinuch as no othe: perſons have appeared in this affair, but thoſe before-menti 
my ſeif, I nnifcr bs the perſon intended by him ; and I think it but juſt in ſuch a croſs ca 
iS, tht vou tobe ime freely ene to prevent this Cla:hing, which (as I ſtrand inforied, unleſs 
ſervice be ; \ becrmes hard to be avoided or burn , there being ſhrouded under his ſolicitat 
tereſt, which {think will inline” iatime and conſequence, the whole Clothing Trade. I cannot 
ſie uſe theſe reſle& icons upen aav particular perſon, Lut find it abſolutely neceſſary, to deſire the 
of ſome Mediums to cure this Evil fer time to come. ; 

Another S2%on ſeems to be 2t hand, but probably will not he of long continuance till about Offobe 
that. if any thing extraordinary accur, you mu:t needs then hear thereof from many other hands; 
preſume further, toadd ſome Reaſons prepared laſt Selhon for Apprenticelhip; as alſo an Apology 
of the Clotbiers, grounded upon a Charge againſt them by ſome perſons at a Committee about 


* a3 i* 1a 3 4 
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; | the Woollen MeanufaGture : To begin with the ſaid Reaſons, 


” 


Reaſons humbly offexcy, for the kn hee fork of dg Elize about Apprentices, to comp el 


_ _— * EU ? - - = Pf 
-—L'fNt pecfth&Xperience in the ſaid Manufacture is more necetfiry in that, than in many oth 


ments, (much leſs, and iinferiour) in regard the humour, not only of the Engliſh, but of Forreigne 


| that ſometimes the demand of one and the ſame ſort of the Woollen Manufacture, is to have it ve 


other times, very thin and neat, and yet the ſame quantity of Wooll to be uſed therein , which x 
.ced perſons cannot fit their hands to in a little time : And beſides, ſome ſorts of the ſaid Manufl 
three or four, nay, ſome five or fix Months before they are brought to perfe&ion. Now when une 
perſons, when Trades good, and having liberty, upon a ſuppoſed profit, do endeavour to make the 4 
facture wherein they are not throughly killed, either they are undone by their unskilfulneſs, or if £ 
little, they doby ill making thereof ſo undervalue the name of the ſaid Manufacture, that many perſq 
Sea, and at home, have been perfeWly prejudiced agginſt the whole ManufaQture, - «+ | 

Andas to the Objection of the manner of making cf Clothor Stuff in Holland, it is quite differer 
making of theſame in Engl:nd, for the particular Workmanſhip; viz. Combin , Carding, Spinning} 
ving, are there moſt in Halls ; and ſoone perſon of good Credit hath the over-ſight of fome hundrd 
cannot be practiſed in England in Country Villages , where moſt of the ſaid ManufaRre is made I 
method is not practiſed, nor praQticable in England, where the Country being large, the Trade is 
tered, and Apprentices are therefore abſolutely nec:ſfary here ; otherwiſe as the ManufaGture mx 
abuſed for want of time to learn skill, ſo uns&ilf1] Wor kmen muſt alſo be beggar'd: for it isnot 
of Workmen, but th? number of good Workmen that maintaineth, and ſv increaſeth Families, e 
ſing the Trade, coveting to get and imploy ſuch Workmen as have both Skill and Credj* fort 
Workman that hath neither Skill not Credit, when he can imyloy one thac”* ath both; The very ex = 
we have of the many miſchiefsccmes to Youth in this Age by their not being o_ to ſerve for a confiderabl 
time, and ſo never well ſctled, ſhould be an Argument topreſs for Apprentice. I 

Secondly , That it hath 5een the Ancient praQtice in this Kingdom, by Acts of Parliament, to take care in 
this matter, inall(or mo't) the diſtin&t ſorts of Handicrafts , though ſome very mean ; by which as none of 
the ſaid Handicrafts arereitrain'd by it, ſo the repute thereof is kept up thereby ; and beſides 
Woollen Manufacture, as before mention'd, can be well learn'd to be made by the moſt Ingeni 
than about ſeven years ; it being Experience in all Trades and Callings that makesa perſon | 
if there be ſuch ſtrict care taken for Youth to he bound Apprentice to every ordinary Imployny 
Husbandry, Gc. there is much morereaſon for it in ſucha Manufa ure, wherein the Strength, Ri 

# , 


nour of this Kingdom doth ſo much conſiſt. wh? P 
Thirdly , The Experienceghere is by the Weavers of Nerwich Stuffs, that though by AR of Parliament ne 
one Maſter can keep above no Apprentices ata time ; notwithſtanding which, yas that Trade doth ſo increaſe 
there , that in the Counfiek;Adjacent, as Cambridce, Sugort,, and Nortbampt ſands are imployec 
in Combing and Spinning For tlie ſaid Weavers ; andit is obvious to all diſcreet here ever due and 
eaſfie Rules are given, and ftridtly obſerved, there Trade increaſeth , witneſs Ne#mi fore-mentioned, 
and Colcheſter Bays ; and where no Rules are given, there can be n» {trict obſervation ; the repute and name, 
and conſequently the Manufacture it ſelf in time will come to nothing. | 
An Apology for the Clothiers, or Woollen Manufaurers in England, which 1 gave t0 a Committce of the Houſe 
of Commons, when about a Bill to regulate the ſaid Manufatture , and to impower Fuſtices of the Peace-#4 

make by-Laws, &c, R | 

That the ſaid} Clothiers , at leaſt very many of them , who-thongh they were under no Check by any 
Lay, yet nevertheleſs did lo value their Name, their Word, and their Repute, that they would dare to adven- 
ture all the Commodities they make to be forfeited, if it did not prove in gvery reſpect as long, as broad, an 
as truly made, and as well qualified, as they ſell it for z which is a thing ſo well known, that many, both Mer 
chants, Drapers, and Mercers, who will truſt to the private Mark of divers Clothiers with leſs ſcruple, tha' 
to the Stamp of ſome ſort of Coyn : That which the Clothiers have therefore prayed for, is, that ſuch perſc 

uſing the ſaid Trade, may be forced to do that by a Law, that have no principal or other motive to preſs th / 


been often there, becauſe it becomes a little burthenſome 3 and therefore I did forbear that of the Aulnage for 
ſome Seſſions, till I found a ſeaſon, which was the laſt Winter; and after ſeveral Committees, they came to 
a Vote, which followeth. 


WhictrNarrative is left to the Examination and Conſideration of the Merchants and Clothiers of 
By their Humble Servant, 


toit, 
Engl | 


